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Once you know the name of your ancestor's Gemeinde, where do you find
the pre-1876 church records for that Gemeinde? The solution is in the list
which can be found either on our website <www.pictonpress.com> or in our
free catalog, which includes the names of all 400 Gemeinden currently in
existence (including the eight of the 400 Gemeinden: Aeschi bei Spiez;
Amsoldingen; Frutigen; Guttannen; Kandergrund; Lenk; Saanen; and
Schangnau which have not yet deposited their Kirchenbiicher with
Staatsarchiv des Kantons Bern) plus the names of those Gemeinden which
have been merged out of existence or changed their names over the past 150
years, and finally, the names of all 173 Kirchgemeinde which include the
records of all Bernese Gemeinden.
You should keep in mind that the names of some Swiss communities,
some Gemeinde, and a few Kirchgemeinde have changed over the centuries.
Each of the 173 Kirchgemeinden holds the records of from one to eight
Gemeinden. In many cases the smaller Gemeinden (227 of the 400 in all)
always have their Kirchenbi.icher combined with other Gemeinden into the
173 Kirchgemeinden in Canton Bern, so that there are a total of only 173 separate Kirchgemeinde for you to consult when searching for your ancestors
even though there are still 400 Gemeinden in Canton Bern.
In a few Gemeinden some of the records, primarily death records, continue briefly after 1875, and in the case of lists of pastors sometimes long after
1875. In a few cases there are communities (non-Gemeinde today) mentioned
which are included in the Kirchenbiicher, usually because the community no
longer is legally a separate Gemeinde.
In PDF format on CD-ROMs, Windows and Mac compatible. To determine which
Kirchgemeinde CD you would like to order, look at our website
<www.pictonpress.com> for a complete listing or request our free catalog which also
has the complete List.The complete list mentioned above indicates how many CDs are
included for each Kirchgemeinde along with the prices which are $99.50 for 1,
$149.50 for 2, $199.50 for 3, $249.50 for 4 and $299.50 for 5 plus postage and handling.
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Letters on
Toleration
Dutch Aid to Persecuted Swiss and
Palatine Mennonites 1615-1699

Transcribed, translated and
introduced by
Jeremy Dupertuis Bangs

The 17th century was a difficult time for the Anabaptists of Europe. Hounded out of
Switzerland and driven hither and yon through other parts of
Europe, it was not until arrival in America that many Mennonites
found their paradise.
Jeremy Bangs, one of the most talented scholars of the period,
for many decades has studied the migrations caused by religious
persecution. Whether it be the Pilgrims fleeing England or the
Mennonites fleeing Switzerland and Germany, his keen eye and
analytical mind bring the migrations to life. In Letters on
Toleration, Dr. Bangs has transcribed and translated over 250
original letters, accounts, and other documents found in Dutch,
Swiss, and German archives.
Among the host of letters showing officials arguing, ministers
remonstrating, Dutch fellow-Mennonites and ordinary Dutch citizens raising relief funds; you will find golden nuggets of
genealogical data. Hundreds of Mennonite refugee families are
detailed, most often with ages, occupations, origins, spouse's and
children's names given. Whether your interest is genealogical,
historical, or religious, this is
one of the most valuable new
■
books
on
17th
century
Mennonites to be published in
postpaid
decades.
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Swiss Sisters
Separated:
Pioneer Life in Kansas, Oklahoma,
and Washington 1889-1914 from the
Letters of Louise Guillermin
Dupertuis to her sister Elise
Guillermin, the painter

Translated and edited by
Jeremy Dupertuis Bangs

Immigrant letters home are among the most valuable windows into the soul of America regardless of the time period
involved. But seldom do we get an opportunity, as we do here,
to see the immigrant experience from the viewpoint of the
women involved. Jeremy Bangs, well-known Pilgrim scholar
and director of the Leiden American Pilgrim Museum, Leiden,
The Netherlands, brings us some 300 letters written by the 19th
century immigrant Louise Dupertuis to her sister back home in
Switzerland. Originally written in French and translated here
into English, the letters offer us insights into the clash between
the primitive conditions of western American settlement and the
middle-class comforts of life in French-speaking Canton de
Vaud, Switzerland.
Those interested in Women's Studies, in the American immigrant experience, in letters and
journals, and in Switzerland
will be well-served by Mr.
■
Bangs' fine work.
postpaid

$
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